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	THE EVOLUTION OF THE K.F.D. NEWSPAPER

Over the years the KFD has communicated to its members in various ways starting with the FIRE BLANKET.   As seen above February 1969 the SIREN made its debut as stated Message to the Membership with a bi monthly edition for two editions.  March 1972 the FIRE FLY produced Volume 1 a quarterly edition once again stating Message to the Membership running to its last edition Volume 28 December 1979.  Once again a communication venue was launched by the City of Kitchener called the City Life Newspaper July/August 1989.  This new media for the city employees with editors represented from each department was also published bi monthly with the first edition not represented by the K.F.D.  During the publication of the September/October 1989 edition, then president of our association John Divo approached a rookie who had just started January 1989 and just completed fire college in Gravenhurst in August.  I was that rookie and found myself diving head first into an area I had no experience at but if this powerful veteran fire fighter who so proudly led our union had faith in me, why not.  So I started writing articles like my predecessors before me, Ken Smiley, Roy Lucas, Doug McIntosh, Jim Taber, Terry Smith, Ford Vannatter, Doug Turner, Bob Bezeau, Jim Lumchick, Jim Langton and all other members who submitted articles over the years.  My first article appeared in the November/December 1989 edition and the year 1998 saw the newspaper change to quarterly publications until the last issue was printed Winter of 1998.  For almost ten years I wrote articles and sent them to retired members of addresses I had on file correct.

During our A2/B2 Christmas Party December 2001, I was approached by brother Bob Leppington about an idea of producing a newsletter for the retirees.  Bob had a few ideas he wanted to see sent out in the first newsletter and we discussed it more over a few brown pops.  The idea seemed ok with me as I enjoyed the opportunity of keeping all the brothers and sisters whether active or retired abreast of all the happenings and news within the K.F.D. over the years.  So here you have it, the first edition of what I call the K.F.D. HOSER dedicated once again to deliver the Message to the Retiree and I am proud to do it.
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	This first edition of the Hoser is dedicated to all firefighters who lost their lives 9-11-01 

	[image: image6.jpg]Gordon Stewart




	considering the fact that part time has been at least 10 hours a day.  I have a wife and two daughters.  My elder daughter is in her third year of management at the University of Lethbridge where she will complete her degree.  We are still unsure if once she graduates whether she will choose to stay in Calgary or if she will come here to look for work.  Our younger daughter is currently in grade 11.  Although we made a family decision to come to Kitchener, we felt it was too much to ask my daughter to uproot and move here before her last year of high school.  My wife Sandi will stay in Red Deer with her until she graduates next year.

In the meantime I am looking for an apartment and have had a couple of folks providing potential locations.  There will of course be the occasional trip out west for me in the interim.  I am sure Sandi will be here for a few visits as well.

I want to express my deep appreciation to those of you who have been so helpful and friendly.  It will take a while to get around to meet everyone and even longer to attach the names and faces so please be patient but I am looking forward to the opportunity.

Once again thanks so much for your warm welcome.

Gordon Stewart

Once Mr. Gordon Stewart gets settled into his new job, I will conduct an interview in the near future that will appear in the Spring edition.  Until then well wishes at your new position.
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chief to head
Kitchener force

By STACEY AsH
RECORD STAFF

KITCHENER

Kitchener has a new fire
chief.

Robert Browning, 43, cur-
rently the fire chief in Greater
Sudbury, will take over his new
job April 29.

His appointment was an-
nounced by the city yesterday.

He will replace Bert Kuntz,
who first announced his retire-
ment plans as deputy chief in
January 2000, but agreed to stay
on for two more years as chief
at the request of the city follow-
ing the departure of his prede-
cessor, Jim Hancock.

Browning said Kitchener’s
fire department has an out-
tanding reputation across On-

partment ranks, serving as a
lieutenant, captain and platoon
chief before being named
deputy chief in 1990.

As platoon chief and deputy
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	On February 27, 2002 Chief Bert Kuntz announced that the City has hired a new General Manager of DTS (Development and Technical Services).  Bert mentions that this person has all of the qualifications sought, Engineering, Planning and Emergency Services.  We are very fortunate within our department to have found a General Manager with a Fire background, as his experience can only help to increase understanding of needs of the Fire Department Corporately.

Mr. Gordon Stewart followed with an e-mail he sent to all city employees, which I transcribe for our readers.

I have been in Kitchener for almost 3 days now.  I have had an opportunity to meet a number of people, however with all the activity I still have many more people to meet. 

 My first impression is how friendly and accommodating everyone has been.  People could not be more helpful.  This is a busy place and there seems to be a lot happening.  People seem pretty happy and it is evident that they are definitely busy.  There is a great spirit throughout the organization. 

 As some of you are aware, I am here until Easter (March 28) at which time I head back to Red Deer for one-week time.  I will be back April 8th on a full time basis.  With the hours I have been putting in so far I don’t know how much more full-time is 
	
	Media Release from City of Kitchener:

Kitchener to Welcome New FireChief

After an extensive 18-month search, the City of Kitchener is pleased to announce 
Robert Browning as its new Fire Chief.

Browning currently General Manager of Fire Services/Fire Chief for the City of Greater Sudbury will begin work at the City of Kitchener on April 29, 2002.  His first official duty will be to attend the Annual Ontario Association of Fire Chiefs Conference in Toronto on Kitchener’s behalf.

Browning has 23 years of fire and emergency services experience.  “I have had many successes in affecting cultural change while ensuring commitment to excellence in the workplace,” says Browning.  “I thrive in an environment of activity and innovation.”

In Sudbury, Browning is responsible for the general management of the Emergency Services Department, which currently serves a population of 165,000 over an area of 3,627 sq. km.  He manages over 185 fire paramedic staff and approximately 375 volunteer, temporary and part-time employees.

His previous work experience has included Deputy Fire Chief with the town of Ajax; Fire Services Advisor for the Province of Ontario – Office of the Fire Marshall; and Training Officer, Captain and Firefighter for the Town of Markham Fire Department.

Once Fire Chief Robert Browning gets settled and Bert retires, I will conduct an interview with both to appear in the Spring edition.  I wish both Bert and Rob well in their change in roles in the near future.


